
Safety Tips 
____________________________________________________ 

 
Electrical Safety Indoors 

 
Child Safety 
 
Put safety covers on all electrical outlets that are within their reach.  Keep 
appliances and cords up and out of the way. 

 
Outlets – Don’t overload them! 
 
Avoid overloading a receptacle or an electrical circuit.  It invites trouble; 
fires can occur when overloaded wires become hot. 
 
Electrical Fires –  
 
Keep flammable objects away from heaters or light bulbs.  Install smoke 
detectors, keep a fire extinguisher on hand and have a family fire escape 
plan. 
 
GFCI’s – They can save your life! 
 
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters shout off power in time to prevent serious 
shock.   Use them in bathrooms, garages, near kitchen sinks, and 
outdoors. 
 
Appliance Cords – Frayed cords are Dangerous! 
 
Cord insulation keeps electricity in the wires, where it belongs.  Check 
appliance power cords and connections for wear; don’t use frayed or 
cracked cords. 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Electrical Safety – Outdoors 

 
Tree Safety – Work & play safely around trees! 
 
Climbing trees, poles, or steel towers can result in accidental contact with 
power lines, causing serious injury or death. 
 
Do not attempt to remove tree limbs from power lines.  Don’t do it.  Instead, 
call your power distributor.   
 



Kites and Model planes – Fly them Away from Power Lines! 
 
Fly model planes and kites in open fields well away from power lines.  Don’t 
try to retrieve a kite or plane entangled in the wires. 
 
Overhead Power Lines – Keep your Distance! 
 
Never install a TV or radio antenna within falling distance of a power line. 
 
Before you move a metal ladder or scaffolding, check to see that it is clear 
of power lines.  Look up and live. 
 
Never up-end any kind of pipe near a power line.  Carry it level and keep 
your eye on power lines when removing water pipes and well casings. 
 
Equipment with booms – cranes, draglines, and trucks – should never 
violate the ten-foot rule when working around power lines.  If the boom 
touches a power line, the person standing on the ground and touching any 
part of the equipment will be injured or killed.  
 
Never touch, kick, pull, or attempt to pick up a fallen wire.  Even a 
telephone wire could be deadly if tangled with a power line some distance 
away.  Notify your electric distributor and stand guard, keeping others away 
until help arrives. 
 
If you hit a Power Pole – 
 
If your car comes in contact with a power line for any reason, try your best 
to break away.  If the car won’t move, stay inside and wait for help to arrive.  
However, if you are forced to abandon the car, first scan the ground for 
fallen wires, then jump clear.  Never touch the car and the ground at the 
same time.  Bystanders should stay clear of the car.  If they touch the car 
they could be injured or killed. 
 
Underground Power Lines – Call Before You Dig! 
 
Call your local electric distributor to locate underground utilities before 
digging.  If you hit an underground power line you could be seriously or 
fatally injured. 
 
To help maintain the reliability of your electric power, don’t plant trees near 
power lines.  A tree that’s tiny today will be big one day.  Plant wisely so 
that you can enjoy your trees for many years to come. 


